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Media Release

Caritas supports women to confront domestic violence in East Timor
In the third week of the Project Compassion Appeal, we celebrate International Women’s Day on March 8 and highlight how Australians can help Caritas Australia to work with women and men to confront domestic violence in East Timor.
Domingas, 29, lives in Oecusse, an isolated enclave on the west coast of East Timor. After surviving a serious assault in 2005 she was referred to Pradet, one of Caritas Australia’s local partners in the Family and Community Violence Prevention Program. 
Caritas Australia works with ten East Timorese organisations to reduce domestic violence across the country. The program works with both men and women to promote women’s dignity, sharing information to reduce violence, providing psycho-social support and safe houses, and increasing access to social justice and rehabilitation for those that have experienced such incidents.

During Project Compassion, Caritas Australia is raising money to support programs like these which empower people to change their own lives and help themselves out of poverty.

Caritas Australia is part of an international network that works in over 200 countries and territories, empowering communities to help themselves out of poverty.
With the theme ‘Blueprint for a better world’, this year’s Project Compassion focuses on the Millennium Development Goals, an eight step global action plan for halving world poverty by 2015. 

Money raised will support Caritas Australia’s work with local partners, who are improving their own lives through projects that address issues such as health, education, gender equality, water and sustainable agriculture, priorities which are set out in the United Nations Millennium Development Goals.

Project Compassion 2009 aims to beat last year’s fundraising effort of raising over $8.7 million around Australia.

Donations can be made to Project Compassion by phoning 1800 024 413, on-line at www.caritas.org.au or by posting your cheque to GPO Box 9830 in your capital city. 

