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Monday 15 March 2010

Melbourne Catholic schools celebrate big time
Catholic schools across the Archdiocese of Melbourne are celebrating the 13th annual Catholic Education Week (CEW) with their local communities this week. The 2010 theme is ‘Called to Bring Hope’.

The major events organised by the Catholic Education Office Melbourne (CEOM) for the March 13 to 19 celebrations are the St Patrick’s Day Mass and Concert; the Visual Arts Exhibition; and the CEW Address.

The Archbishop of Melbourne, Denis Hart, will be the main celebrant at the Mass on Wednesday (March 17), leading up to a dozen priests in celebration at St Patrick’s Cathedral. About 2,000 students from Catholic schools will attend the service before walking to the Treasury Gardens for a concert in the park. A highlight will be the student procession into the cathedral before the Mass, led by those schools celebrating major anniversaries.

The art exhibition at the Victorian Artists’ Society, East Melbourne, always attracts a strong field of student art in both the primary and secondary categories, and this year is no exception. Students compete for a number of prizes, including the major awards: the Eileen Canty and Julia Flynn awards. 

Australian Catholic University (ACU), as the major sponsor, will also offer two Social Justice Awards and the Archbishop’s Award for Religious Art (primary and secondary) will also be keenly contested.

The CEW Address at ACU, Fitzroy, will be presented by Rev Orlando Beltran Quevedo, Archbishop of Cotabato City in the Philippines on Tuesday night.
In addition, many school communities organise their own events to celebrate what has become a major highlight of the Catholic school year.

Further details are available from the CEOM website: www.ceomelb.catholic.edu.au
Further information from David Ahern, Catholic Education Office Media, on 
9267 0228 or 0418 351 383

