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Catholic Mission Celebrates the Work of Women on International Women’s Day.

Monday March 8 is International Women’s Day - a day that we celebrate women all around the world. Catholic Mission internationally is working in 160 countries around the world, and women are the hands of that life-giving work, reaching out to the poor, the needy, the vulnerable, and the marginalised.
One religious woman who is living her faith with conviction is Sister Marie Bourke FMDM, an Australian Franciscan sister on mission in the diocese of Mansa in remote northern Zambia.

In the parish of St Francis in the village of Kasamba, Sr Marie, two Nigerian sisters, Sr Rogita Bonaventure and Sr Anna Gochin, and one lay worker, Juliette Mumba Matel, are in the frontline of providing much needed medical support to carers of people living with HIV/AIDS.
 Zambia has one of the highest infection rates of HIV/AIDS in southern Africa, affecting around 16 per cent of the population. In the area around Kasamba 20 per cent of people are infected.
The sisters, in partnership with the government Health Department, work across 90 villages in a 70 kilometre radius of the Kasanka region. The overall aim of the program is palliative care for HIV positive people and for the families affected by HIV. 

“We are keeping people alive who would otherwise be dead,” says Sr Marie. “We try to witness to people that they matter.” She said the use of ARV medication, provided free by the government, has improved the quality of life of HIV infected people, but the on-going care of patients falls to voluntary care-givers in each village.

The sisters particularly keep an eye on households where the parents are deceased and older children are in charge of the family, ensuring that the children continue schooling. At the school in Kasanka 80 per cent of the children are single or double orphans.
Another positive result of the program is to diminish the stigma around AIDS. If the team announces there will be testing and counselling at a particular village, there are high participation rates. 

“Mission is everywhere, and women like Sr Marie, Sr Rogita, Sr Anna and Juliette are at the frontline of Christian outreach and care, in a world filled with vulnerable and needy people” said Martin Teulan, National Director of Catholic Mission.
On Monday March 8 we celebrate the women of mission around the world.

If you would like any further information on any of Catholic Mission’s programs, please call 1 800 257 296 or visit our website at www.catholicmission.org.au.
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