5 March 2010 

For immediate release 

Catholic Church leaps ahead with national broadband network

Catholic Network Australia (CNA) announced this week the completion of its core telecommunications network initially linking 1,622 schools and education offices across the country. While Catholic schools will be the first to benefit the network it is envisaged that all Australian Catholic agencies and parishes will be able to participate over time.

At the official launch on 1 March, attended by over 90 Catholic church and education leaders from across Australia, Francis Moore, the CNA Board of Directors Chairperson, said that the creation of the core network was a watershed moment in Catholic education.

‘We are immensely proud that for the first time, schools from geographically diverse locations such as Rockhampton, Bunbury, Port Pirie, Sale and Wagga Wagga are all connected together on a single national network,’ said Mr Moore. 

The project, in partnership with Telstra Corporation, will also dramatically increase high-speed broadband connectivity to schools in order to enhance virtual learning, collaboration and administration.

‘The services this network provides are urgently needed by Australian Catholic schools to meet the needs of contemporary learning and teaching,’ said Mr Moore. ‘We are pleased that Telstra are on track to meet the rollout schedule with 45 percent of school site connections already being completed.’

Telstra CEO David Thodey spoke at the launch and said, ‘Broadband is fast becoming the blackboard of the 21st century and opening up opportunities for our students that their parents only every dreamt of’.

‘The completion of the Catholic school core network represents a quantum leap for K-12 education in Australia because it is the first national school network of its type in the country.’

‘The new broadband network gives students access to the same sorts of technology and speeds as corporate Australia and is a project Telstra is delighted to be a part of,’ he said. ‘The network means students can download content faster, participate in video conferences and take part in virtual excursions on the other side of Australia.’

CNA also launched its initial Education services including an education portal, directory and access to The Learning Federation (TLF) Sharing Exchange and Scootle service which houses over 9,500 learning and teaching resources. 

The Chairperson of the CNA Education Sector Standing Committee, Stephen Elder expressed his confidence in the capacity of the network to drive efficiency and cost savings for the whole Catholic sector. 

‘The Bishops have had the foresight to see the benefits that online enterprise solutions can bring to all church sectors,’ said Mr Elder. ‘No doubt CNA is a practical example of how church agencies can work together to achieve benefits for all,’ said Mr Elder. 

‘We will continue to take advantage of our collective size to deliver the highest quality services at the lowest possible cost and avoid wasteful duplication of resources and effort,’ he said. ‘This will be essential so that we all gain maximum benefit from Federal Government initiatives such as the Digital Education Revolution.’

The network, which is predominantly fibre-based, will connect five data centres across Australia and use Telstra Government Wideband IP service, which provides carrier grade connectivity.

CNA is managed by Catholic Network Australia Ltd, a subsidiary company of Catholic Resources Ltd.

ENDS 

For more information contact:

CNA General Manager 

PO Box E20 

Corrimal East, NSW 2518

Phone +61 2 4222 9360 

Email: info@cna.catholic.org.au

