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EASTER MESSAGE 

OF HIS EXCELLENCY 

BISHOP AD ABIKARAM 

TO ALL THE MARONITE PARISHES 

EASTER SUNDAY 24 APRIL 2011
My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
The Joy of the Resurrection fulfils and crowns the “great joy” announced by the Angels to the shepherds of Bethlehem. It is “a joy to be shared by the whole people.”(Lk.2:10)  It is the joy of the Lord who invites us to the “wedding of the lamb.”(Phil 4:4) and who transforms the way of the Cross into a path ascending to the happiness of the Kingdom.

The Resurrection Event –source of our joy and life – is a new era for the whole of creation. It is the most significant and everlasting event in its history. It has a new meaning which helps us trace the path of human history and in the light of the sublime work of salvation.
In the Resurrection there is a joy which accompanies our lives with Christ and our brothers. It pulsates in our faith, radiates in our hope, and energizes our charitable works.  We live and empower this joy together in our church, in our society, and in our daily lives.
· Firstly, it is the joy of faith, because “if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is without substance, and so is your faith” (1 Cor 15-14) as Paul has assured us. The Resurrection is the foundation of the Christian’s faith, and of renewed initiation into the new life.
· The joy of faith, enjoins the joy of hope, which was accomplished by Christ and received after the Resurrection all its Messianic meaning. It has changed from the futile anticipation at the door of the tomb, to an acclamation initiated at the dawn of that “Great Sunday”:  “He has risen, from the dead” (Mt.28:6 ) as he said he would, “as the first-fruits of all who have fallen asleep.”(1Cor15:20).
This hope transformed the apostles and sent them to be ‘witnesses for  Him.’ It transformed the disciples of Emmaus opened their eyes and gave them a new vision, when they recognized Jesus “at the breaking of the bread.”(Lk 24:35).  We also recognise Him and see Him with the eyes of our faith and hope.
· The Resurrection is the joy of Love given as a self-gift even unto His death which reached its peak on the summit of Golgotha. Through the Resurrection, God assured us that this gift will not die, but will flourish again, and produce fruits in action giving to every gift, a Salvific dimension.  In this way, our love for our brothers and sisters will be renewed through His love for us, and the meaning of sacrifice will deepen.  It will be a pillar in the foundation of our lives and in building our Christianity, so that we can witness to Him at all times and in all places.
My dear people
The Resurrection is a joy we live in our daily lives in all its dimensions, because we live this inner joy in our hearts first, reflect it in our relationships and in our dealings with others, and in this way we proclaim the Gospel. Isn’t this the meaning of the ‘the joyful News’ of the Gospel?

The joy that dwells in us as individuals and as a community, will be evident in a sound family, in a vibrant parish, in our personal and community dealings, and in our apostolic movements, spreading unbounded joy. 
Furthermore, in our Eparchy it is in the joy of giving and in constant dialogue, that we find the importance of ‘togetherness’ which we have taken as our eparchial theme this year. This ‘togetherness’ means Church as a community, and it means Family as a domestic church and it especially means, ‘Communion and Love’  the motto taken by our new Patriarch, Mar Bechara Boutros Rai, in his new patriarchal mission.  His election as head of our Church is a divine grace and a choice of the work of the Spirit that brought to our church joy and happiness.
With our  hearts full of hope, we welcome the ‘Great Feast’ – the feast of feasts,  and live the Resurrection of our Lord in continuous joy, renewed hope and works which sprout from our vocation, meeting the demands of our mission in this world and in these new times.

                                        Jesus is Risen! Truly Risen!
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