CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM THE CATHOLIC ARCHBISHOP OF CANBERRA AND GOULBURN
ARCHBISHOP MARK COLERIDGE

One of the true stars of the Christmas season is the Star of Bethlehem which guided the wise men to the newborn child and which we place on top of our Christmas trees.

Stars are fascinating and mysterious things: how we wonder what they are.  We see them twinkling above without always knowing that what we see is light from a star that’s already dead.  It takes thousands of light years for the light to reach us, and by the time it does, the star is already a lump of ash.  It’s dead.  No more nuclear fusion; no light.

The same can be true of Christmas.  We see the lights twinkling; we sing the carols; we give the gifts; we eat the food and drink the drink.  But the source of light can die, because there’s little or no sense of what lies at the heart of Christmas – God becoming one of us in the newborn child.  Without a sense of that, the lights will eventually stop twinkling and there will be only the darkness.  The carols will sound like cheap jingles; the gifts will cost too much; the food and drink will only give us indigestion.

But if we can believe that God actually took flesh in the newborn child, then the carols really sing, the simple gifts bring joy and the feed becomes a real feast.  Then the Star never dies.  There is unfailing light, whatever the darkness that comes.  A very happy and light-filled Christmas to all.
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Inquiries until 17 December: 
Geoff Orchison, director Catholic Communications,
Tel: 		6201 9806, 0407 008 563
E-mail:	ed.voice@cg.catholic.org.au

Inquiries from Monday 20 December: 
Cathy Moffitt, PA to Archbishop Coleridge
Tel:	6201 9811.


