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Australian Catholic Safeguarding Ltd (ACSL) has today published safeguarding audit reports of the Marist
Sisters Australian Unit (MSAU) and the Institute of the Sisters of Mercy of Australia and Papua New Guinea
(ISMAPNG).
The audit reports on Church entities’ progress in implementing the National Catholic Safeguarding
Standards, a national framework for the protection and safety of children in Catholic organisations.
These are the 20th and 21st safeguarding audit reports of Australian Catholic entities completed by ACSL and
demonstrate the commitment of these religious institutions to ensuring a safe church for everyone.
ACSL CEO Dr Ursula Stephens said that safeguarding audits conducted by ACSL form part of the Catholic
Church’s ongoing response to the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse.
“The aim of our audit program is to help Church entities identify any risks in their safeguarding practices and
then provide practical recommendations to improve child safety within the organisation.”
“Our audit process involves a detailed review of the policies and documentation of entities as well as
interviews with key staff about safeguarding practices within the organisation.”
“We are delighted that the audit of the MSAU found that 99 per cent of the safeguarding requirements
relevant to their activities under the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards have already been
implemented or substantially progressed and congratulate the Sisters for their work in committing to
Standards.”
“The Institute of the Sisters of Mercy of Australia and Papua New Guinea (ISMAPNG) achieved a 92 per cent
rating for their progress in implementing their requirements under the Standards. Again, this is a very
pleasing result, given that the Institute provides a diverse range of services, both here in Australia and in
overseas missions.”
Dr Stephens said that these strong results are evidence of the commitment of both organisations to
embedding child safe practices within their organisations.
“They have done a lot of work towards creating child safe organisations and are committed to continuous
improvements in their safeguarding practices.”
“After almost three years of audits, and with findings of the Royal Commissions in Aged Care, and Disability
Care, ACSL is reviewing its own audit framework to ensure it is risk-based and proportionate to Church
entities’ engagement in ministry and the safeguarding of children and vulnerable people. This is in line with
our own commitment to continuous improvement,” Dr Stephens said.
The audit reports for MSAU and ISMAPNG are available on ACSL’s website.
ACSL CEO Dr Ursula Stephens is available for interview.
ACSL works with Catholic entities to promote and oversee a nationally consistent, comprehensive and
sustainable framework for the protection of children and adults at risk within the Church in Australia.
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